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LEARNING OBJECTIVE

o To familiarize participants with the basic 
understanding of social research and its use 
in evidence-based decision making.
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OUTLINE

o Understanding social research and its broad 
approaches

o Understanding a problem statement in the 
context of social research

o Learning how to write research questions & 
objectives
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UNDERSTANDING RESEARCH

What do you mean by 
RESEARCH?
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UNDERSTANDING RESEARCH

Research = new knowledge creation through a 

scientific process 
[finding knowledge gaps, setting objectives, 
choosing data collection and data analysis 
methods, reporting findings] 
➢ To find out what is true or real about something
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UNDERSTANDING RESEARCH
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UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL RESEARCH

What do you mean by 
SOCIAL RESEARCH?
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UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL RESEARCH

Social research = what is true or real about social 
[people] phenomena = human behaviour 

[beliefs, values, feelings, attitude, actions] 

This constitutes social reality.

We describe them using concepts and ideas.
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APPROACHES TO SOCIAL RESEARCH

Social research is confronted  with different 

PERSPECTIVES on 

what to know & how to know. 

Reality [truth] is differently understood. One 
perspective believes it is ‘out there’ [positivism], 

another believes it is a mental construction 
[interpretivism]. 
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APPROACHES TO SOCIAL RESEARCH

This debate continues as: 

positivism vs. interpretivism

single vs. multiple reality 

hard determinism vs. free will

quantitative vs. qualitative

deductive vs. inductive

theory testing vs. theory building
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APPROACHES TO SOCIAL RESEARCH

P-1 P-2
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UNDERSTANDING PROBLEM STATEMENT

Social research follows a scientific process—
starting with the identification of a problem 

statement [research gap/ knowledge 
gap]. 

The statement claims that an aspect of a social 
reality has a lack of scientific knowledge.
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WRITING RESEARCH QUESTION/OBJECTIVE

Research questions draw attention to what is 

unknown about the social phenomenon under 
investigation through interrogative sentences. 

Research objectives do the same thing through 

assertive sentences. Objectives specify what 

the research under investigation will do to fulfill 

the identified research gap.
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EXAMPLES FROM STUDIES

WRITING RESEARCH QUESTION/OBJECTIVE
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WRITING RESEARCH QUESTION/OBJECTIVE
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WRITING RESEARCH QUESTION/OBJECTIVE
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Thank You
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